OFFGRID SESSIONS 2017 AGENDA
Our Theme for this year is Skillset vs. Mindset. Is mastery still the most important thing when conditions and
dynamics continue to change? What skills do we need going forward? We will explore the importance of attitude,
outlook, culture and working with others, balanced with the importance of skills.
th

Monday 10 July

07.45 & 08.00 - Latest train departs Liverpool Street to Witham Station
08.45 & 09.00 - OffGrid buses leavs Witham station to Osea island
09.30 - Guests arrive Osea Island, find accommodation, explore
09.50 - Causeway closes
10.30 - Registration & coffee
10.45 “Welcome to OffGrid” - Jeremy Hill
11.00 “Four things about now” - Russell Davies

Described as the strategist’s strategist, Russell will be opening for us at OffGrid this year, giving us his state of the
nation update 12 months on from last year. Robots, fake news, subscriptions and ethics. Problems or opportunities you decide!

12.00 “The world through the eyes of others” - Clare Patey

Clare will explore how empathy not only transforms our relationships with others but also tackles larger and more
global issues such as prejudice, conflict and equality. Clare is bringing her “Mile in my shoes” exhibit to the island and
will encourage us to literally “walk a mile” in someone else’s shoes. Clare is an award winning artist and curator who
creates participatory installations, performances and exhibitions.

12.30 “How to be creative and resilient in a tidy minded world?” - Tim Harford

Tim examines the unexpected connection between creativity and mess. Why unexpected chaos, change of plan,
unfamiliar people and unforeseen events can generate brilliant new ideas and opportunities. Tim is the author of the
million copy selling “The Undercover Economist”, a columnist at the FT, and the presenter of Radio 4’s “More or less”.

13.30 Lunch
15.00 “Design, empathy & optimism” - Clara Gaggero Westaway

Clara will demonstrate how starting with empathy and optimism can deliver product designs that offer clarity, hope
and enjoyment that enrich the lives of others. Clara is a designer and inventor who has worked on projects including
wearable technology for pro snowboarders, an internet connected calendar made entirely out of Lego, and has
designed the only mobile phone user manual to be featured in the Museum of Modern Art.

16:00 “Print: The new digital frontline” - Dr Kate Stone

Kate wants to infuse our current analogue world with electronics so that everything looks like it always has…except
that it can come alive through interaction. Kate will invite us to enter her world, where print and electronics converge
by fusing science and design, to create something new and unexpected.

17.00 “Making Spoons … it may not be about the spoon” - EJ Osborne

Using simple tools and traditional methods EJ works with unusual and difficult sections of storm damaged trees to
make utensils and objects for every day adventure. With intrigue, humour and wonder EJ will talk about the
importance and value of being involved in the making process and the change he has seen in working others.

18.00 “Why science fiction, music and art make great beer. The Beavertown Story” - Nick Dwyer

Beavertown is one of the fastest growing, most exciting (and arguably coolest) British breweries to emerge over the
past 10 years. Originally set up by Logan Plant, Nick, the brewery’s creative director, was an early proponent of the
need of the business to express its creativity. He will talk about the vision and purpose of the business, how creativity
and innovation sit at the core of what they do and why they believe passion trumps expertise. Accompanied by beer
tasting of course.

19.30 BBQ & Beer
21.30 “Grand Adventures” - Alastair Humphries

Alastair is a British adventurer who will be talking to us about adventures grand & micro. Whether it’s sleeping on a
hilltop or going for a wild swim, cycling a lap of the Isle of Wight or walking home for Christmas, Alastair rallies us to
discover something new about ourselves and the world outside our window; “Adventure is everywhere, every day and
it is up to us to find it”.

Tuesday 11th July
07.00 Yoga, Run the causeway, Swim or Tennis
07.30 Breakfast
09.00 “Learn fast, learn small and find the hidden path to success” - Robert Twigger
An adventurer in the broadest sense, Robert believes in stretching himself and learning more. For him, polymathy is
the only knowledge approach possible for an adventurer because “the wider your knowledge base, the better
prepared you'll be to invent solutions”. Robert will be talking “micromastery” - starting small, learning fast and why
you don’t need to do 10,000 hours.

10.00 “How big change comes in small packages” - Emily Webber

How does an organisation change, evolve the way it works and develop on a continual basis? Emily, previously head of
Agile at the Government Digital Service (regarded as one of the most successful examples of organisational
transformation), will show us real, practical examples on how large-scale change can be made through small changes,
continual improvement and learning.

11.30 “A rational skeptic in an irrational world” - Julian Baggini

Julian, one of the UK’s best known philosophers, will be proposing that the contemporary West has become more and
more dismissive of the power of reason and it’s ability to lead us to anything worthy of the name ‘truth’. Julian
explains where reason comes up short and suggests that by understanding these shortcomings, we can become better
thinkers and analysts.

12.30 Lunch
14.00– “A story about women and economics” - Katrine Marcal

Katrine is the lead editorial writer for the Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet where she writes about politics, economics
and feminism. In her talk, Katrine will suggest that Economics has sold us a story about how the world works and we
have swallowed it hook, line and sinker. She asserts, “Now it's time to change the story” and invites us to question
Economic Man and the story behind “Who cooked Adam Smith’s dinner?”

15.00 “Purpose, product and asking the kids” - Bethany Koby

Bethany Koby is a mum, CEO, designer and educator. She is the founder of Technology Will Save Us, an award winning
business that provides make-it-yourself kits and digital tools to help kids make, play, code and invent using technology.
Bethany will be talking about how purpose informs and helps set direction for the business and shows us we can,
create brands and businesses that help imagine a more positive and collaborative future.

15.30 Workhops
Sign up for one of our many workshops run by our speakers.

18.00 “Radicals – outsiders changing the world“ - Jamie Bartlett

Jamie Bartlett is an exciting British writer and journalist and one of the world’s leading thinkers on how radical
thinking, technology and culture intersect. In his talk, Jamie will take us on a journey inside the strange and exciting
worlds of the innovators, disruptors, idealists and extremists who think society is broken, and believe they know how
to fix it.

19.30 Dinner
21.00 Music, Beers, Fires

Wednesday 12th July
07.00 Breakfast in the Clubhouse
08.30 Coaches back to Witham Station

Island Life - FAQs
What to bring? - We will be on Osea Island for 48 hours. It is set up to cater and accommodate for large groups but a
little bit of planning and forethought is always a good thing.
We will be planning for good weather and accommodating for bad.
Clothing - Think trainers and jeans rather than smoking jackets and heels. We’re aiming to be outdoors as much as
possible so it’s a good idea to bring something warm, a fleece or jumper and a waterproof jacket & footwear.
If you are up for yoga, running, tennis or swimming (open water or in the Island’s swimming pool), having the right
gear may help the cause.
Towels & bedding - are provided.
Food & drink - are provided. We will eat together with the exception of breakfast. For those in houses breakfast
hampers will be delivered. For the campers, breakfast is served in the Clubhouse. We will be sending a registration
link where you can log dietary requirements.
Toiletries & medicines - There can be island mosquitos so repellent & afterbite is a good idea. Also bring anything you
usually need hayfever tablets, inhalers etc.
Campers - will be set up with beds, bedding, rugs, lights etc. Saying that I find a torch, a bottle opener and some wooly
socks can solve most emergencies when under the stars.
Luxuries - Just about everything is included in the ticket but there are no shops so any smokers or chocoholics – be
warned.
Notes & thoughts - There is something nice about writing and doodling, but likewise it’s sometimes cool to just listen
and talk. Feel free to bring your favourite notebook or happily abandon it back in town and bring an open mind.

Getting to & from the island
Arrival on Osea:
On Monday 10th July the causeway is open until 09.50 in the morning.
For those catching a train, we have coaches meeting the trains that leave Liverpool Street at 07.45 & 08.00. These will
arrive in Witham at approx. 08.30 / 08.45 and arrive on the island at 09.30, 09.45 resp. Please book a seat on the bus
in online registration.
For those driving, the postcode for the island is CM9 8UH but for sat nav purposes it's best to use CM9 4SA which is
the nearest point on the mainland, and add an extra 15 mins for crossing the causeway. (People have been sent on
weird routes when using the island postcode in their sat nav). We strongly recommend leaving ample journey time
as the causeway waits for no man! The access code for the causeway gate is 115599
Departure:
On Wednesday 12th July the causeway is open from 06.50-10.50.
We have coaches leaving the island at 08.30, arriving Witham at around 9.15. This means people should be back in
central London around 10.00 - 10.30.
If anyone has to be back earlier, you can organise a taxi to pick you up from. Osea taxi contact is Rob on 07854 376
237. A one way trip is c. £35.
Important Numbers
Any questions or problem please feel free to call. Reception can be intermittent on the island so a text may also be an
idea vs. leaving messages.
Jeremy – 07990 542795 – OffGrid - Aimi – 07969 803450 - OffGrid
Rachel – 07939 551019 - OffGrid (while on the island)
Chloe – 07976 735337 (for speakers)
For issues related to Osea Island or, if you are having problems getting on to the island, John is the Osea Island native
(he has a ton of common sense, a huge 4x4 and stories to make your toes curl) - John – 07725 911704

www.offgridsessions.com, @offgridsessions, #offgridsessions

